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Return where I left off, to that juft Complaint 
| againit the Rage of Parties, which I think is 
Gur prefent Ruin. I {poke in my laft to it, as it 

ferns the prefent Subje@ of a Treaty of Com- 
xceand Navigation with France ; of which ] have 

Hy been backward to give my Opinion ; but who 
‘withhold himéelf from fpeaking, and if you will 
ir me at all, hear me now, and I affure you [’ll 
ak now with the utmoft Impartiality. 

At was always my Opinion, and is often printed 
the Review fome Years ago, that we fhould, even. 
the time of War, have had an open Trade with 
ance, and [I gave you this Reafon for it, Becaufe 
Ought to Trade with every Nation we could 
ble 5 and that while we kept-up our high Duties 
H Prohibitions upon their Growth and Manufa- 
res, and they, by the neceffity of things, were o- 
ad to buy great Quantities of our Goods ; the 
Nance of Trade was againft them in our Favour, 
d to ‘lut out or prohibit Commerce with a Na- 
n, whofe Trade was our Advantage, was to rob 
oe of thofe Advantages, and pick our own 
Kets. ; 
Let no Man fay this is a new Thought of mine, 
poied upon the World jutt now, or written to 
fe any body; I have frequently publifh’d it in 
2 4th, 6th, and 7th Volumes cf this Work, two 
ars, four Years, and fix Years ago; and I fhall ill 
hfirm my Judgment, if I fhould contradi& it now, 
en Experience has eftablith’d my Opinion by many 
‘ommon Circumftances, 
At the fame time, and perhaps as often, I have 
mted, That as our high Duties on Wine and 
andy, and Prohibitions upon the Silk Manufa- 
ires, (Sc. from France, were the only things which 
*d this Scale of Commerce to ws, which ran fo 
Bh againft us before; fo if ever a Peace came, it 
uuld be our [ntereft to keep up thofe Duties, at 
ft to fuch a height, as fhould in fo great 2 meafure 
fen the Confumption of Wines, Brandeys, and 
ks in England, that Trade might not return into 
e fame Channel, and run againit us to fo great a 
gree, as it did before And to this I adhere 
ll; for. as Truth never oppofes it felf, fo it is my 
pinion, whatever Clammours [ome have made, that as 
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great a Work as this Paper is, and as many Volumes 
as I have written of it, there will not be found one 
thing in it, which if honeftly and impartially taken, 
and not wrefted by Party and Prejudice, will con- 
tradi& another; and {ll Difpute it with any body 
that has Manners enough to Argue calmly with me, 
whenever they pleafe. a: 
Now asto Trades As this was always my Opini- 
on, and is fo fill, the Foundation is to be built 
thus The Trade to France can never be wile- 
ly fettled, except it be fo fettled, that the Ballance 
may run, as we know it may do, on Our fide wet ere 
The next Quettion is, and a clofe Queftion it » Ge 
How fhail this correfpond with the prefent Treaty : 
I am not fetting up for an Advocate tor the Ree 
Treaty, they that made it want none of my Plea ; 
ing, nor will { undertake to anfwer allthat I ara 
Day hear objected againft it, any more than J wi 
defend the Reafon, Manner, and Temper of your 
Objeétions: Nothing can be done in fuch a Cale as 
this, till you can on both fides Reafon calmly, an 
Argue with a cool and temperate Mind. 


The Trade with France is the Quetftion ; ese 
t of it, or you mu 


le to Trade with . 
oie lain’d of the 
es 2? On the o- 
Ma- 


you muft come to a Settlemen 
not; If it be mot worth our w 
France, why have we fo long comp 
French for prohibiting our Manufactures 
ther hand, If the French can make all their own ; 
nufa@ures, and enough for the Spanifh and Turty 
Trades befides, and that cheaper than we can do, 
what fignifies then our opening.a Trade with them 
at all ? Nay, let but any Man’ prove this, and I 
will for ever inGit on it, that we ought not to abate 
one Farthing of our high Duties upon their Goods, 
other than we find for our Intereft and Conveni- 
ence other ways; that is, we ought not to yield an 
Inch to purchafé a Trade of our own Manufaures 
with them; For who would give any Confiderati- 
on for the liberty to Trade toa Place, where they 
want nothing of what we would carry to fell? This 
would be like the Mare which coft a great deal to 
be catch’d, and when fhe was catch’d, was good for 
nothing, To yield igely to France for a Liberty 
to carry our Woollen Manufactures there, when they 


make them cheaper already, and more in nue 
than 
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than they can ufe, would be an Abfurdity too grofs 
to be fpoken of. 

On the other hand, Jf it be worth our while to 
Trade to France for our Woollen Manufadures, if 
our Goods will force their own way, if the French 
Market will take off large Quantities of our Woollen 
Goods ; if our felling Goods in France, by fhowing 
the Goodnefs and Value of them, will encreafe the 
Demand for them, and will confequently leffen and 
difcourage the French in their carrying on the like, 
and make them lefs able to fupply Foreign Markets 
alfo: And if this Trade will follow upon the French 
reducing the Duties and Impofts of our faid Manu- 
factures there, to the Rule of the Tariff of 1664. 

If thefe things are fo, then pray, Gentlemen, ask 
your felves two things, and when they are alfo an- 


fwered, you will be your d 
Treaty of pte Rane eee vent = 


1. Can you expe& the French to take off all their 
own high Duties, Prohibitions and Cuftoms 
which have been laid upon our Goods, from the 
Year 1664. and at the fame time we continue 
the Prohibitions, re Duties, and Impofts laid 
here upon their Goods ? Can you demand to be 
made able to Trade with them, while you fore- 
clofe ond exclude their Trading with you ? 

2. Is it not worth our while to yield up feveral 
points of Advantage in Trade, to gain fo conii- 
derable an Encreafe of our Woollen Manufa- 
ture, as may be vended Yearly in France ? 
stig i, ftill fuppofing we foall have a Market 


_ TL eafily forefee what will be faid, and your Peti- 
vie no doubt, will be many from the Silk broad 
: cavers, the Alamode and Luftring-Spoilers (Ma- 
pent fhould fay) from the Portugal Merchants, the 
pe and Say-Makers, and abundance more; I may 

peak to them all, and perhaps tp their Satisfaction 
too; for this Treaty is not yet adjufted, and when 
‘it as, I believe will not be done fo much to their 
Prejudice as they fear, at leaft I hope fo, 

But firft you muft fettle Generals with me — 


Be = Pad France be @ Market for our Woollen Manufa- 
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ures, or willit mot? That’s the Fundame 
the Principle I Argue from. Rae Pt. 
I'll tell you my Opinion frankly, It will cert 
a Market for our Woollen Manufattures, or 
ae rep: rae them. Of which largely, very 
r it el . ? 5 
4 But to that Queftion, Will it? Or, Will it 
the Word ? Jf not, never Treat with them 
keep your Doors faft againft their Wine and 
as you would againft a Thief, or againft a | 
when you fear to be Arrefted; and again! 
wrought Silks, as you would a aint a Mu € 
it is prefent death to your Trade to reduce the © 
floms of Goods with a Nation that will flow all 
upon you, and take nothing from you 5 keep 
are, by all means; to make.a Treaty of Commer 
with them, is ‘to ruin our Commerce and eitab 
theirs, 4 
But on the other hand, if the Affirmative is t 
Cafe, ifupon opening the Trade you fhall ha 
new Out-let for your Manufa@ures, and France w 
confume great Quantities of Woollen Go 
fhort, if an open Trade with France will be 
vantage to our Manufa@ures, then we ¢ 
Trade with them; nay, we its 08 to d 
reafonable thing to obtain and introduce that 
and if in doing fo, any lefler Advantages | 
Branches of Trade are dropt and loft, and | 
a neceflity to drop them, you mutt look upe 
reater Advantage, not onthe lefler Damma 
in the following Cafe. 


When cafual Fire feizes on the Town, 
Some Houfes are blown up, and fome pull 
None blame the Evil, for *tis underftood, — 
A private Mifcbief for a publick Good. 


This I obferve as the Principle, I fay, to 
from; and all that may be faid for, or ag 
Treaty of Commerce, will turn upon this o: 
(viz.) Whether it be worth our while to 
Trade with France or no? If it is, you ¢: 
pect but it muft be done upon Equalities 
portions, or not done at all, aah 
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